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French thought. Tender-hearted as he was high-minded,
he was open to every human approach. In the vast sphere
of moral, social, economic and political questions, all that
he touched on he illuminated with his lucidity of thought
and coloured with the charm of his style. And it was
because his mind was universal and his heart was gener-
ous, because he always intermingled, as every great
Frenchman can do, his patriotism and his love of the
human race, that he was one of the most typical and
worthy representatives of our race. It was for these
qualities, through the 200,000 copies of his Principes
d*Economie plltlque translated into every language
through his innumerable speeches and articles, that he
was able to make a French name known and loved as
much as, if not more than, any of his contemporaries.
Co-operator because he was Protestant and idealist;
social encyclopedist because his heart and mind were
always awake—such was Charles Gide, Retiring, even
shy, somewhat unsociable, because at the same time
timid and intimidating, hiding beneath a rough exterior
a heart of gold, this confidant of Charles Fourier, with his
deep, serious voice and rather awkward and distant
manner, inspired respect and fear, though his public
speaking, a sparkling and lively style, was a delightTo
many of us who knew him, he seemed to be a man from
another age, from a period when human beings were
nobler and much less self-seeking than we are; he seemed
a patriarch from the heroic past, the most authentic
descendant both of the Christian ascetics and of the
Socialist idealistg of last century* He has gone to his
eternal rest, but his name will assuredly live in the
memory of our Western world, crowned with the respect
and little by little adorned with same traditional splendour
as those of his great predecessors and friends of the early
nineteenth century in France, whose faith he enriched
and whose torch he has passed on.

